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Crackdown on Sewer
Connection Imminent
The Lake Macquarie Project Management Committee has expressed concerns
at the number of properties within the catchment which are not connected to
public sewer systems.
Management Coordinator, Keith
Stevenson, said new legislation had
been introduced in response to

Keith Stevenson Inspects an on -site system

Peter Nelson, Chairman Lake Macquarie
Project Management Committee
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Planting Seeds For The Lake’s Future
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More than 500 volunteers from Sydney took part in the Olympic Landcare Challenge on the shores of Lake
Macquarie in May.
alone. The Office of the Lake Macquarie and
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EIS Clears The Path For Public Works At Salts Bay
An extensive Public Works program designed as a lifeline for the ailing Salts Bay will begin in the latter half of 2000.
Bay to Mats Point, and from Mats Point to the
entrance of Black Neds Bay.
The preservation of Salts Bay itself is not the
only issue at hand. Salts Bay also protects
important wetland areas in Black Neds Bay,
which would be at serious risk if the current
rate of erosion were to continue unchecked,"
said Cathy Cole.
It is estimated that some areas would suffer a
loss of up to 27 metres of land over a ten year
period if the stabilisation works do not go ahead.
The project involves a combination of beach
nourishment and groyne construction. The
initial beach nourishment will be 32,500m3 of
t is expected that tenders will be called

I

Channel from wetlands in Black Neds Bay,
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lasting result.

Lake Survey Predicts Bright Future
New research has found that local residents are optimistic about the environmental future of Lake Macquarie.
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Native Vegetation Is Important To A Healthy Lake
Over 75% of the shoreline has already been cleared in some way, resulting in the removal of native foreshore
vegetation and the loss of wetland areas.
his vegetation is very important to the
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them strong to resist erosion. It also filters

Environmental scientists are now armed with

pollutants from the stormwater.

an understanding of the natural processes at
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work within the catchment. This knowledge has

vegetation filters pollutants from stormwater

led to the development of a new concept known
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natural processes.

incorporates the existing environment into new

At sites where erosion is a problem, re-growth
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of landscaping techniques.

prevents the escape of sediments and nutrients

and tidy, but they increase the velocity at which

This could be good news for the health

from the soil into the stormwater.
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the Lake virtually unchecked.
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Clean Up Legend Lends A Hand To Lake Macquarie
A series of Community Service Announcements (CSA) will screen on local television as part of the Living Lake
Macquarie Community Education program.
lifestyle of the entire Hunter region. It is sad to
see that the Lake’s health has suffered because
of the imbalances to the ecosystem. It’s also true
that many of the problems are man-made so we
need to inform people about the dangers," said
Ian Kiernan.
Chairman of the Lake Macquarie Project
Management Committee, Mr. Peter Nelson,
said Ian Kiernan’s association with the project is
a huge boost for the efforts being made to
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inform the local community on ways to protect

Chairman

and renew the Lake.

of

the

nation’s
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community environmental organisation

"Ian is an Australian icon and people

Clean Up Australia, appears in the series of

immediately link him with great environmental

Community Service Announcements aimed at

projects like Clean Up Australia. Having Ian

increasing awareness about the environmental

on board for our CSA series will help us

issues confronting Lake Macquarie.

increase awareness of the issues," Mr. Nelson

Ian Kiernan is a (ex-officio) member of the

said.
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Local Cinematographer Turns His
Hobby Into A Gift To Lake
Macquarie
Local cinematographer Keir Enderby
spends a lot of his spare time on or near
Lake Macquarie and thankfully, he
normally has his camera with him.
Enderby, a director and cameraman
with NBN Television for over 6 years,
donated footage for use in the series of
Community Service Announcements
to screen on local networks.
"Lake Macquarie is one of the most
beautiful places in the world. Over the
years I’ve been lucky enough to capture
some of that on film. Its great that the
images can now be used to help make
people aware of the risks and stress that
the Lake is facing," said Keir Enderby.

Management
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Committee, established as a result of the

screen on Prime and NBN Television and

environment.

Premier’s Taskforce Report published in 1999.

Channel Ten. The series will include treatment

"It is great to see that the local media is so

"Lake Macquarie is an amazing natural

of specific issues that have been identified as

supportive of our efforts to revitalise Lake

resource which is vital to the economy and

being crucial to the improvement of the Lake

Macquarie”, said Peter Nelson.
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